
A Contributor Newsletter 
October 2021 

  

 You may have noticed, we have a new name and a new logo. 

That’s because Seagle Music Colony is now Seagle Festival. After 

several years of reflection and planning, we took up this new brand 

in January 2021 to better reflect what our organization does and 

how it serves our various audiences.  

 

 When we were founded in 1915 by Oscar Seagle, colony was an 

often used term, and applicable to the retreat-like and inwardly 

focused program that he established. Because of our development 

over the past 100+ years, Seagle Festival’s focus has moved 

outward to invite audiences and the greater opera and musical 

theater field to Schroon Lake and our incredible programs and 

performances. In the spirit of other great opera and theater 

festivals across the country, we are excited to don our new brand 

name and live up to its expectations.  

2021 Season - Two Seasons in One 

 In light of the COVID-19 pandemic and after cancellation of the 

2020 season, the leadership and Board of Seagle Festival planned 

and executed an unprecedented season of live and live-streamed 

performances for 2021. Since the season had to be planned and 

budgeted during the height of the winter 2020-21 COVID surge, 

the season was originally conceived to be as flexible as possible to 

accommodate whatever the virus situation might be during the 

summer. 

 

 The first decision made was to split the summer training 

program into two sessions, each with just 16 singers. This allowed  

for no doubling of accommodations, and extra space in rehearsals 

and the Seagle dining room. This decision required that the shows 

programmed require small casts. To give the 2021 Seagle Festival 

Emerging Artists as much experience and training as possible in 

just four weeks, the performance schedule for each session 

included four productions, with two performance of each show, in a 

repertory schedule with a different performance each day over a 

two week period - one of many Seagle firsts for 2021. 

 

 The season was also originally planned to be live-streamed only 

assuming there was a possibility that indoor audience gathering 

would not be permitted. This required installation of a state-of-the-

art live-streaming studio in the Oscar Seagle Memorial Theater that 

includes multiple remote-controlled cameras, microphones, 

computer equipment and skilled operators. This upgrade also 

required enclosure of the loft above the theater lobby. Thanks to 

generous support of the Alfred Z. Solomon Foundation, the 

Cloudsplitter Foundation, the Touba Family Foundation, and Seagle 

Festival donors, this equipment was purchased and installed with 

great success. In 2021, for the first time, Seagle Festival 

performances could be viewed at home by audience members from 

anywhere in the world - an audience segment that grew as the 

2021 summer progressed. 

 

 Thankfully, the virus and vaccination situation changed enough 

by the start of the season that Seagle Festival was able to open 

performances to in-person audiences. To ensure the safety of 

Seagle artists, staff, and audience members, proof of COVID-19  
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June 25 

Herman - July 6-9 

Stinson (children’s opera) - July 9 

Puccini - July 20-23 

Spears/Pierce - August 3-6 

August 14, 21 

August 17-20 
 

2022 Season & Group tickets go on sale January 1, 2022 and single tickets April 1, 2022. 
Find more details about the season at seaglefestival.org 

2021 Emerging Artists (l-r) Laura McCauley, Sergio Mandujano, 
Jacob O’Shea, Adam Rodgers, & Jake Stamatis in La Bohème 

Seagle Festival - Rebrand 

2021 Emerging Artists (l-r) Grace Heldridge, Emily Richter, and 
Allison Fahey (background) in The Fantasticks 
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vaccination, as well as indoor mask wearing was required for the 

2021 in-person performances. Additionally, all performances were 

live-streamed allowing any audience members that were unable to 

attend, or were uncomfortable attending in person, to enjoy the 

shows. 

 

 To Seagle Festival’s advantage, all 2021 artists and staff were 

vaccinated for COVID-19 prior to the start of the summer. 

Additionally,  all were required to be tested before and after 

arrival. Because of these precautions, the on-campus program for 

the summer was allowed to function in a very typical way without 

use of face coverings or social distancing.  

 

 Because of the flexibility of the plans for the 2021 season, 

Seagle Festival was able to successfully execute many firsts - live-

streaming of performances, a repertory performance schedule, and 

more productions in one season than ever before. Eight distinct 

productions, including the world premiere of Harmony (see next 

page) were well attended by in-person and live-stream audiences. 

The 2021 Seagle Festival Emerging Artists, though not able to have 

a full nine-week training experience, were given numerous 

performance opportunities and as much training as was possible in 

the time they were on the Seagle Festival campus.  

 

 While the leadership and board of Seagle Festival are eager to 

return to typical nine-week programming for 2022, all are thankful 

to have learned from the 2021 season the true resiliency of the 

Seagle Festival organization, supported by so many generous 

people invested in its success.  
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Spotlight on Emerging Artist Alumni 

Eric Ferring, tenor 

 

   Eric Ferring, a native of Dubuque, Iowa, is 

an alum of Drake University and The Boston 

Conservatory under the tutelage of Dr. 

Rebecca Folsom. He was an emerging artist at 

Seagle Festival from 2011 to 2013 where 

audiences will remember him in the roles of 

Anthony in Sweeney Todd, Don Ottavio in Don 

Giovanni, and the title role in Albert Herring. 

He is a graduate of the Pittsburgh Opera 

Resident Artist Program and the Ryan Opera 

Center at Lyric Opera of Chicago. 

 

 This season, Mr. Ferring will make numerous Metropolitan Opera 

debuts, including performing Tamino in Die Zauberflöte, Pong in 

Turandot, and Arturo in Lucia di Lammermoor. Mr. Ferring is also 

scheduled to perform at Santa Fe Opera in the summers of 2022 

and 2023. Mr. Ferring will release his solo debut album, No Choice 

but Love, under the Delos Records label in the winter of 2022. 

 

 Last season, Mr. Ferring was scheduled for an anticipated debut 

with Santa Fe Opera as Tamino in Die Zauberflöte, as well as his 

company debuts in the same role with North Carolina Opera, New 

Orleans Opera, and Pittsburgh Opera. Mr. Ferring was also slated 

to perform Beethoven’s Mass in C with the Grant Park Music 

Festival and understudy Tamino (Die Zauberflöte) and Don Ottavio 

(Don Giovanni) at The Metropolitan Opera this past spring, but 

sadly, due to COVID-19, these productions/concerts were 

cancelled. Mr. Ferring did perform this season as Walther in 

Tannhaüser at Opéra de Rouen Normandie, and in concert, Mr. 

Ferring joined the Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra for Händel’s 

Messiah in December. 

 

 Performances during the 2018-2019 season at Lyric Opera of 

Chicago included his principal role appearance as Lurcanio in 

Ariodante with Maestro Harry Bicket, for which the Chicago Tribune 

declared him “the most noteworthy solo breakthrough of the 

production,” as well as the Young Servant in Elektra and both 

Gastone/Giuseppe in La traviata. 

 

 In addition to his numerous recent and upcoming roles and 

debuts, Mr. Ferring received Third Prize in the 2020 Glyndebourne 

Opera Cup, First Place in the 2020 Dorothy Lincoln-Smith Voice 

Competition through the National Society of Arts and Letter, Top 

Prize in the 2019 American Opera Society of Chicago competition, 

and was recipient of a 2018 Sara Tucker Study Grant from the 

Richard Tucker Foundation, as well as a Career Grant from the 

Sullivan Foundation, Third Prize in the 2017 Gerda Lissner 

Foundation International Voice Competition, and a Regional 

Encouragement Award at the 2017 Great Lakes Region of the 

Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions. In 2015, Opera 

Theatre of Saint Louis presented Mr. Ferring a career award from 

the Richard Gaddes Fund for Young Artists given in recognition of 

his great vocal potential.  

 

 Mr. Ferring is managed by Fletcher Artist Management. For 

further materials and updates, please visit Eric’s website at 

www.ericferring.com or his professional Facebook page. 

 Each year your gifts help support the program that attracts 

exceptionally talented emerging artists to Seagle Festival. In this 

and subsequent issues of High Notes we spotlight alumni who are 

achieving success in their chosen fields.  
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 A highlight of the 2021 summer season of performances was the 

world premiere of Harmony, a new opera with music by composer 

Robert Carl and a libretto by acclaimed Adirondack novelist Russell 

Banks. The opera, based on actual events, was particularly special 

because of its setting in the Adirondack town of Keene Valley, a 

town much like Seagle’s own Schroon Lake, and just a 30 minute 

drive from the Oscar Seagle Memorial Theater. 

 

 Due in large part to this unique setting and the loyal following of 

Mr. Banks in the region, Harmony not only received a great deal of 

local and regional press attention, but attracted the largest 

audiences of the summer, in-person at the Oscar Seagle Memorial 

Theater, online via the live-stream, and at two large viewing 

parties. The Sembrich Opera Museum in Bolton Landing organized 

a viewing of the opening night performance on their grounds, 

attended by around thirty people. On the second performance 

night, around sixty gathered at the historic Ausable Club in Keene 

Valley to watch the performance alongside their neighbor Mr. 

Banks. The viewing party was organized by East Branch Friends of 

the Arts, an organization with a long history of support for Seagle 

Festival, often organizing bus trips to attend shows or arranging for 

performances of the fall touring revue. 

 

 If you missed Harmony, it is available as an on-demand video 

rental through the end of 2021 (see information at left). Seagle 

Festival is proud to have been a part of this auspicious world 

premiere. 

A Successful Adirondack  
World Premiere 

2021 Season (continued) 

The opening scene of Harmony 
2021 Emerging Artists (l-r) Megan Fleischmann,  

Emily Cottam, Jake Goz, Robert Feng, Joel Clemens, 
and Victoria Erickson 

Seagle Festival Guild  

Despite being sidelined in 2020 and also curtailed in 2021 due to 

COVID restrictions, the Seagle Festival Guild continued to fulfill its 

mission by creating a welcoming atmosphere for the 2021 Seagle 

Festival Emerging Artists, and arranging for host families. The 

Guild was also successful in raising $7,500 for the Guild 

Scholarship Fund through donation jars in the theater and a well-

attended Scholarship Luncheon held at the Queensbury Hotel on 

September 14, 2021.  

 

ACNWD and Fall Season 

The American Center for New Works Development (ACNWD) was 

again active in the early fall of 2021 hosting three new opera 

workshops. Santa’s Tale by Anthony Plog and Ronald Kidd was 

given a musical read-through, followed by a semi-staged 

workshop performance of Truman and Nancy by William Zeffiro on 

August 28. The following week included a workshop performance 

of House of Legendary on September 4. This workshop and 

performance was the first collaboration between Seagle Festival 

and The American Opera Project, a New York City based opera 

company focused exclusively on new American operas. The 

workshop and collaboration were supported by a Repertoire 

Development Grant from OPERA America’s Opera Fund. 

 

After the five 2021 Seagle Festival Fall-Season artists participated 

in the workshops described above, they moved on to successfully 

producing a well-enjoyed revue of the music of Irving Berlin which 

performed at the Oscar Seagle Memorial Theater and five other 

venues across the region. 

 

Seagle 2021 On-Demand  

If for some reason you were unable to attend an in-person or live-

streamed performance in 2021, or if you want to relive the 

experience you had this summer, now is your chance. Through 

December 31, Seagle Festival is offering four performances as on-

demand video rentals via our website. Watch or re-watch The 

Fantasticks, Cinderella (Cendrillon), La Bohème, or our world 

premiere opera Harmony, from the comfort of your home. Like 

many on-demand platforms, once playback of your video has 

begun, you have 48 hours to complete viewing. Visit 

seaglefestival.org/tickets to purchase your on-demand rental. 

Seagle News Notes 

Seagle Alumni 

So many of our former Seagle Festival artists like Eric Ferring (see 

article on facing page) have managed their careers through the 

COVID-19 pandemic and continue to make exciting premieres 

across the country and around the world. Be sure to follow them on 

their journeys via social media or their personal websites. To find a 

list of notable alumni to follow, check out our alumni website page 

at seaglefestival.org/former-artists 

 

2021 Hybrid Gala 

As in 2020, Seagle Festival executed a highly successful major 

online fundraising event this summer. The 2021 Seagle Festival 

Hybrid Gala included live-streamed and recorded alumni 

performances, live guest hosts from the Oscar Seagle Memorial 

Theatre stage, and Gala Meals-To-Go for local and regional 

audiences. The 2021 Hybrid Gala raised a whopping $121,371 in 

support of Seagle Festival programs. 
2021 Emerging Artists Jayden Goldberg and  

Patrick Bessenbacher in Cinderella (Cendrillon) 

2021 Emerging Artists (l-r) Jasmine Rodriguez, Logan Dell’Acqua 
and Julia Powers in The Old Maid and the Thief 

2021 Emerging Artists Andrianna Ayala and Daniel Esteban Lugo 
in The Island of Tulipatan 

Seagle News Notes (part 2) 
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