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Summer & Fall 2022 begin to return to
pre-pandemic norms
After two seasons vastly different from any in Seagle Festival’s
history, 2022 saw a return to the type of programming that our
patrons, artists, staff and audiences have become accustomed to,
but one that was still impacted by the lingering effects of the
COVID pandemic.
During summer 2022, Seagle Festival once again mounted a
nine-week summer program which featured 30 emerging artists
receiving intense career training while appearing in four mainstage
shows, as well as a touring children’s opera. In a nod to the
developments of the last two years, performances of two
productions - the double-bill of Suor Angelica and Gianni Schicchi,
as well as the opera Fellow Travelers - were streamed online to
audiences while also presented live on the stage of the Oscar
Seagle Memorial Theater. COVID unfortunately reared its head at
the beginning of the summer when a number of breakthrough
cases among staff and artists forced the last-minute cancellation of
the beloved opening concert Old Friends and New. Thankfully, all
cases were mild, and the company was able to pull through to an
exciting opening night of Hello, Dolly!, the first mainstage
production of the summer.

The summer season also included highly successful fundraising
events with both an in-person and virtual Gala over the third
weekend of July, as well as the return of the Seagle Festival Guild
Luncheon in early August (see p. 3 for details of these events).
The summer season was immediately followed by a five-day
workshop of the new opera Touch by Carla Lucero. Seagle Festival
collaborated with Opera Birmingham as part of the development of
this beautiful opera about the life of Helen Keller.
The 2022 Seagle Festival Fall Artists stayed in residence through
the first week of October performing the children’s opera The Three
Bears in schools across the region, as well as a revue of the music
of Stephen Sondheim which was performed at home in Schroon
Lake, and in five other venues across the region.

2022 Emerging Artist Nicholas Fahrenkrug (l) and 2022 Guest
Artist Jake Goz (r) in Fellow Travelers

Seagle Festival Voted
Best of the Region
In mid March 2022, the call went out to our supporters, patrons
and even alumni to nominate Seagle Festival as the “Best of the
Region - Performing Arts” in the Glens Falls Post-Star newspaper’s
annual contest highlighting the best business and attractions in the
region.
Thanks to a flurry of activity, Seagle Festival made the top
three in the nomination round, and then was voted the Best of the
Region. A special section of the paper, printed in July, featured all
the businesses and attractions that won each category.
Special thanks go out to all the Seagle Festival constituents that
took the time to vote for us this past year. We hope to continue to
be noted as the Best of the Region in years to come.

Seagle Festival Mission, Vision and Values Statement
Our Mission: To produce the highest quality opera and musical
theater showcasing exceptionally talented emerging artists of
all backgrounds and identities, while providing career
development and performance opportunities to support the
resiliency of the art form.
Our Vision: To be a leader in recognizing and promoting rising
talent in opera and musical theater and to be a leading
cultivator of new American opera and musical theater.
2022 Emerging Artist Grace Heldridge as Dolly Levi
in Hello, Dolly! with the men’s chorus

Our Guiding Values: Cultivation of Talent, Creativity,
Inclusivity, Equity, Open Communication, Improvement
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Spotlight on Emerging Artist Alumni
Each year your gifts help support the program that attracts
exceptionally talented emerging artists to Seagle Festival. In this
and subsequent issues of High Notes we spotlight alumni who are
achieving success in their chosen fields.
Liz Cass (1999)
Liz Cass is a producer, educator, arts leader,
and active operatic performer. Founder and
Executive Producer of the award-winning
LOLA, Local Opera Local Artists, Liz also holds
the title of Executive Director of the
Armstrong Community Music School and
serves as President on the Seagle Festival
Alumni Association Board, Secretary of the
Board of Austin Classical Guitar, and is on the
Community Advisory Board of KMFA 89.5
Classical Austin.
Reflecting on her time at Seagle, Liz says “It’s impossible to talk
about music without talking about transformation. Music will
always deliver in lighting up a path of change and growth. My path
is one that has been and continues to be lit by music, by people
through music, and by musical institutions. My summer at Seagle
in 1999 at the age of 24 was a pivotal moment for me in gaining
the confidence to bring forward within myself what I knew was
there, but had eluded me. I came in that summer pretty green,
and left with the ability to sing Rossini with polish, communicate as
an actor confidently, and with the skills I needed to return to my
conservatory and land a leading role in an opera that fall. I know
firsthand the transformative power of music to heal, to connect, to
inspire, and to empower. I’m so proud and grateful to be able to be
of service to the Seagle Festival as the President of the Alumni
Association Board these past 5 years. When you have music, you
have community and both are essential to our human lives.”
Liz began her vocal studies with Dr. Rebecca Folsom when she was
in high school then went on to study with Jeanne Tommelleri and
then with renowned voice teacher Inci Bashar with whom Liz
continues to study when she has time for lessons. Liz attended
Aspen Music Festival in 1997, Seagle Festival in 1999, Opera in the
Ozarks in 2000, and Central City Opera in 2001 and 2002. She was
a member of the young artist studio of Shreveport Opera
(2001/2002) and of Fort Worth Opera (2002/2003).
Liz has served as a faculty member at the Armstrong Community
Music School since moving to Austin, TX in 2004. She served as
the Program Coordinator for 9 years and has held the title of
Executive Director since 2017. “ACMS”’ is a nonprofit organization
offering lifelong access to the musical arts for all ages and skill
levels through instruction and performance. The school aims to
eliminate barriers to musical study for all in the community.
LOLA – Local Opera Local Artists is an independent nonprofit
professional opera company based in Austin, TX and founded by Liz
and Rebecca Herman in 2014. LOLA’s debut performance was an
entirely female cast of the opera La Bohème titled La Femme
Bohème. The opera premiered to sold out houses in a bar and
former sound stage in downtown Austin. Since then, LOLA has
produced seven operas including the recent world premiere of
LOLA’s first commission, Lardo Weeping by Peter Stopschinski and
Terry Galloway.

The 2022 Cast of Gianni Schicchi

The Seagle Festival Artist Audition
Process. How Does it Work?
Each year, Seagle Festival receives hundreds of applications
from aspiring young singers across the country and overseas.
Applicants decide whether they would like to audition via video or
would like to request an in-person audition in one of several
locations pre-selected by General Director Tony Kostecki and
Artistic Director Darren Woods.
Tony and Darren proceed to tour to the selected audition
locations and hear those that have selected to audition live, taking
copious notes on their impressions of each artist and their
prospects to be successful as part of the Seagle Festival program.
Once all applications are received, they review all the applications
and the video auditions of those that did not audition in-person. In
a fun, but often difficult process, the applicants are narrowed down
to a group of thirty-two that are cast in the selected productions
for the upcoming season. Casting and selection are done in such a
way that every artist selected has at least one featured role in a
production.
This exhaustive process occurs each year from November to
January, with artist selection notifications sent early in February for
the coming season. During 2022, despite all efforts to return to the
normal process, the in-person audition tour, which was to take
place in mid to late January, was sidelined by the COVID omicron
variant outbreak at that time. All 2022 applicants were asked to
submit video auditions, and Tony and Darren, with assistance from
Director of Productions Richard Kagey, poured through the
countless videos to complete the casting and selection process.
While in-person auditions are preferred, Tony and Darren are
thankful for the current technology that allows for excellent quality
video recordings.

Despite the challenges of the 2022 audition process, all of us at
Seagle Festival were ecstatic with the quality and diversity of the
selected 2022 emerging artists - a testament to the quality of the
Seagle Festival program which would not be possible without the
support of our donors and sponsors.

Liz recently debuted the role of Dinah LeFarge in the world
premiere of LOLA’s commissioned opera, Lardo Weeping. Lardo
Weeping’s 7-performance premiere played to sold out houses and
is currently nominated for twelve B. Iden Payne Awards including
Outstanding Lead Performance by Liz. She is the originator of the
mezzo role in the opera, Pancho Villa; From a Safe Distance by
Graham Reynolds and Lagartijas Tiradas al Sol for which she
garnered an Austin Critic’s Table Award for Best Singer. Liz has
made numerous appearances with Austin Opera and many other
organizations in and around her home in Austin, TX.
2022 Emerging Artists Hannah Jones (l) and Tiffanie Trujillo (r)
in Suor Angelica
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Seagle News Notes
2022 Seagle Festival Gala
The 2022 Seagle Festival Gala weekend included both an inperson and virtual event. The in-person gala was attended by over
250 including staff and artists, and the virtual has been viewed
over 390 times. The fundraising result of the weekend is a record
breaking $156,000 in support of the Seagle Festival program.
Special thanks go to the Gala Sponsors, attendees, and donors
that made the weekend so successful.
Seagle Festival Guild
The Seagle Festival Guild celebrated 26 years in 2022 and once
again provided critical volunteer support for Seagle Festival, as
well as raising $12,000 in support of the Seagle Festival Guild
Scholarship Fund. A highlight of the Guild’s efforts was the Seagle
Festival Guild Luncheon held at the Queensbury Hotel’s brand new
Adirondack Ballroom on August 9.
Pre-Season ‘Friend-raisers’
Prior to the start of the 2022 summer season, four emerging
artists and pianist John Cockerill helped spread the word about
Seagle Festival and our 2022 season in a series of five events
around the region. One of the best attended was an outdoor
“Opera Shots” at the new Seymour’s Restaurant at the
Ticonderoga Golf Course, where more than 75 enjoyed drinks,
dinner, and entertainment.
Seagle Alum Eric Ferring’s New Album
Seagle Festival Alum Eric Ferring (2011-13) will be releasing his
debut solo album called No Choice But Love: Songs of the LGBTQ+
Community this fall with pianist Madeline Slettedahl. The title
track, to be released on National Coming Out Day October 11, is a
world premiere song by composer Ben Moore, and a setting of a
poem by fellow Seagle alum Terrence Chin-Loy (2013). The album
will be available both on CD and digital and you can pre-order
now. For more details visit www.ericferring.com/discography.

The 2022 cast and chorus of Hello, Dolly!

Seagle Alumni - Where Are They?
Seagle Alumni continue to make debuts or return appearances on
opera and musical theater stages across the county and around the
world. Below is a sampling of recent and upcoming appearances.
In the United States
Santa Fe Opera
Eric Ferring
Emily Richter
Jack Swanson
Mathew White
Chicago Lyric Opera Ryan
Center
Christopher Humbert
Wm. Clay Thompson
Minnesota Opera
Jack Swanson
Glimmerglass Festival
Ashlee Lamar
Michael Pandolfo
Chautauqua Opera
Megan Fleishmann
Opera Theater of St. Louis
Patrick Bessenbacher
Jayden Goldberg
Jeni Houser
Jesus Murillo
Mack Wolz
Opera Saratoga
Maria De Conzo
Blake Jennings
Raphaella Medina
Eric McConnell

2022 Emerging Artists Thomas Valenti, Adam Partridge
and Amaan Atkins in Once Upon A Mattress

Central City Opera
Catherine Goode
Timothy Lupia
Francesca Mehrotra
Jacob O’Shea
Andrew Simpson

Houston Grand Opera
Vanessa Becerra
Matthew Grills
Reggie Smith, Jr.
Matthew White
Florentine Opera
Patrick Bessenbacher
Zachary Crowle
Lauren McCauley
Opera Colorado
Francesca Mehrotra
Dante Mireles
Pittsburgh Opera
Emily Richter
Intermountain Opera
Bozeman
Quinn Bernegger
Cristina Castro
International

Norwegian National Opera
Margaret Newcomb
Paris Opera
Eric Ferring
Komische Oper Berlin
Seth Carico
Deutsche Oper Berlin
Michael Adams
Stattsoper Hannover
Hailey Clark
Wiener Staatsoper
Sean Panikkar

High Notes
October 2022

June 24
Gounod - July 5-8
Duncan (children’s opera) - July 8
Sondheim - July 19-22
Crozier/Krask - August 2-5
Bock/Harnick - August 16-19
2023 Season & Group tickets go on sale February 1, 2023 and single tickets April 1, 2023.
Find more details about the season at seaglefestival.org
(titles & dates subject to change)
Seagle Festival is made possible, in part,
by generous support by the following:

Seagle Festival • 999 Charley Hill Rd, PO Box 366 • Schroon Lake, NY 12870 • (518) 532-7875
info@seaglefestival.org • seaglefestival.org

Look Inside for News and Information from Seagle Festival
Seagle Festival
999 Charley Hill Rd.
PO Box 366
Schroon Lake, NY 12870

